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Week 11  

Aug. 9 – 15  

Final petitions of the Lord’s Prayer 

We pray for our daily needs, for forgiveness and for help against the devil, the evil world and 
our wicked selves.   

I want to point out that the prayer is not “individual” as it is not “give me this day my daily 
bread” but instead the petitions are universal – “us”. We not only pray for the whole world, but 
the whole witness of the saints and the believing world prays with us.  

Note the order of the 5th petition. We ask for God’s forgiveness first.  

“The order of events in this petition is key. We ask first for God’s forgiveness. We 
acknowledge that we are not worthy of forgiveness, and that we deserve punishment. 
Then, just as God forgives us, so we, too, forgive those who sin against us. Notice that 
Luther does not merely say we “forgive heartily” but rather we “do good gladly to those 
who sin against us.” Just as our generous God gives us all things by grace, regardless of 
our sin, so we also give to others.” By Heart, pp 116 

Luther does accept that sometimes we cannot forgive. It is here that he reminds us that 
forgiveness is the work of God and that we cannot produce it ourselves. That is why we pray for 
God’s help.  

One of the more troubling parts of the prayer is “lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil”. We don’t want to believe that God tempts us, but there are plenty of examples 
found in scripture.  

Warren Carter explains it this way: 

“How could God not bring disciples to this temptation? The prayer offers its own answer 
in the final petition. Rescue us from evil/the evil one. As long as God has not completed 
God’s purposes by hallowing God’s name and establishing God’s reign and will on earth, 
God tempts disciples to doubt. As long as God allows evil to continue, God allows a 
situation in which disciples can be unfaithful in doubting God’s promises and power. Do 
not bring us to temptation is answered finally when God acts in rescuing disciples from 
evil. Evil results in part from the evil one, the devil (Matt. 4:1-11, esp. 4:8, Rome), but 
also from the human heart (Matt. 15:19-20) and human systems, whether the imperial 
regime of Rom’s Herod supported by the religious elite (ch. 2) or the socio-economic 
misery inflicted by the greed of the elite as envisaged by Matt. 5:3-6. It results from 
God’s still unfinished salvific work.” Matthew on the Margins pp. 168-169 

As I see it, petitions 6 and 7 are somewhat redundant, but seeing it as Carter does, one seems 
to answer the other. Trials produce endurance and, in the end, it is evil that attacks. God knows 



that we need all this help, but our own praying of acknowledgement can remind us of what to 
watch out for and what to grow from.  

Finally, the doxology. The last part of the prayer is not scriptural. It was added some time in the 
first century as it appears in the Didache. However, the addition of a doxology to the end of a 
prayer was typical. Even David added a very similar ending to his prayers.  

Luther felt strongly about the “Amen”. He wrote this in a letter to his barber: 

“Finally, mark this, that you must always speak the “Amen” firmly. Never doubt that God 
in his mercy will surely hear you and say “yes” to your prayers. Never think that you are 
kneeling or standing alone, rather think that the whole of Christendom, all devout 
Christians, are standing there beside you and you are standing among them in a 
common, united petition which God cannot disdain. Do not leave your prayer without 
having said or thought, “Very well, God has heard my prayer; this I know as a certainty 
and a truth.” This is what Amen means.”  By Heart, pp. 122 

Amen!  

Questions: 

1. Do you pray the Lord’s Prayer for the whole world?  

2. How do you imagine temptations? Are they always bad? 

3. Luther believed very strongly in “evil”. Do you recognize evil in your life?   

Prayer:  

Holy One, help us pray. Help us share and learn and grow. Let it be. 
 

 


