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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

I once watched a video taped baptism of an infant in Ethiopia. The poor little guy was stripped down to 
nothing and dunked in water and the parents had to spit out the back door of the church at the devil 
and then new clothes were wrapped around the newly baptized and the priest got to name him. It was 
quite a celebration and ritual!  

In the sacrament of Holy Baptism, we receive forgiveness, we reject the devil and we are given a 
promise of God’s love in our life with the church community. Infant baptisms are always precious, but 
the adult baptisms are always so spiritual! When an adult finally comes to the waters, they do so with 
such intensity and intentionalism.  

Daniele Erlander, a Lutheran pastor and theologian writes about some of our misconceptions of 
baptism.  

“More good news! Reformation teachings and teachings inspired by the Reformation counter three 
popular misconceptions about baptism:  

1. That baptism is namely an “insurance policy” for life after death. While God promises the “hope 
of eternal life” in baptism (Titus 3:4-8), baptism is much more – the beginning of a relationship 
with Christ, a way of life, and a lifelong identity as a Christian in this earthly existence.  

2. That unbaptized babies who die go somewhere other than into God’s loving embrace – places 
like “limbo” or “hell”. IF death comes to an unbaptized infant, we trust the mercy and steadfast 
love of God. We believe that God gives the gift of baptism for our salvation, comfort, and 
assurance. We do not believe God is limited by our act of baptizing. We commit all who die into 
God’s tender mercy. 

3. That baptism is invalid for infants because the New Testament says believing must accompany 
baptism (Acts 2:37-42, 16:30-33). “Only adults can believe”, “some would say. Luther countered 
this argument with the beautiful argument that Faith is a gift, not a good work, which God gives, 
even to an infant in baptism. All is gift!”  Let the Children Come, page 16 

Sometimes I think that Luther was a little dark. All the talk about “sin”. Yet, that is what Jesus desires for 
us, that we change our sinful ways and baptism is the start of this transformation. Baptism, as a gift of 
grace sets us off to begin anew and to “live with God in righteousness and purity”.  

“There are many ways to encourage this daily dying to sin and being raised to live before God. 
They include confession and absolution, the reading of the Scriptures, preaching, and the mutual 
comfort and consolation of the sisters and brothers, daily prayer and the sign of the cross, the 
remembrance of the catechism, and the profession of the creed.”  The Use and Means of Grace: 
A Statement on the Practice of Word and Sacrament   page 32 

At Hope, every infant baptism is followed by the singing of “Children of the Heavenly Father”. In a way, 
this hymn speaks to us all (as God’s children) and reminds us that we are safe and in God’s refuge.  

  



Questions: 

1. Some pastors are changing the order of the baptismal rite so that the questions of the parents 
for bringing up their child in a Godly way are asked after the sprinkling. They want the promises 
to be made as a response to the baptism instead of a requirement. What do you think of this?  

2. The long prayer before the actual baptism was called the “Flood Prayer” by Martin Luther. In it 
we recall the great water events of scripture. Do you see a connection between the flood (with 
Noah) and baptism?  

3. Do you think there is ever a reason that a pastor should refuse to perform a baptism?  

 

Prayer:  

Children of the Heavenly Father 
Safely in his bosom gather; 
Neither bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given.  Amen. 
 
 
 


