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Week 9 

July 26 – Aug. 1 
Introduction to The Lord’s Prayer 

Before Luther could begin his teaching on the Lord’s Prayer, he had to dispel quite a few issues 
of those Medieval times. The Roman Church had taught that prayer was an action of “good 
works” and so the repetition of prayers (like the rosary) was helpful to salvation. The people 
were also taught that they were unworthy, and that prayer was mostly for the priests and 
monks of the day. Another issue of the times was that people would pray to saints and angels 
asking them to intercede for them.  

Luther refuted all of this. Prayer was a conversation with God.  He didn’t like useless repetition 
without thinking about your words. Luther said that praying to saints was “useless twaddle” 
and was not scriptural nor helpful. 

 About the Lord’s Prayer, Luther wrote:  

“Since our Lord is the author of this prayer, it is without a doubt the most sublime, the 
loftiest, and the most excellent. If he, the good and faithful Teacher, had known a better 
one, he would surely have taught us that too.” An Exposition of the Lord’s Prayer for 
Simple Laymen (1519) 

We ache to be in communication with God, but we don’t always know the words to use. That is 
why prayer is taught and Luther taught about prayer from early in his ministry until almost the 
very end. Madeline L’Engle, American author and writer of the book A Wrinkle in Time, wrote 
this poem about prayer from: The Weather of the Heart. 

WORD 

I, who live by words, am wordless when 
I try my words in prayer. All language turns 
To silence. Prayer will take my words and then 
Reveal their emptiness. The stilled voice learns 
To hold its peace, to listen with the heart 
To silence that is joy, is adoration. 
The self is shattered, all words torn apart 
In this strange patterned time of contemplation 
That, in time, breaks time, breaks words, breaks me, 
And then, in silence, leaves me healed and mended. 
I leave, returned to language, for I see 
Through words, even when all words are ended. 
 I, who live by words, am wordless when 
 I turn me to the Word to pray. Amen.  



The Lord’s Prayer is a personal prayer but not a private one. “Our” Father is the address, not “My” 
Father. Luther purposely put the prayer third in his catechism because the first two sections (The 
Ten Commandments and The Apostle’s Creed) lead us into a response – a communication with 
God.  

 

Questions: 

1. Can you remember learning The Lord’s Prayer?   

 

2. How comfortable or uncomfortable are you in leading prayer? Why do you think that is?  

 

3. Communicating includes listening. Do you often listen for God? 

 

 

Prayer:  

(THE MESSAGE, 2002) 

Our Father in heaven, 
Reveal who you are. 
Set the world right;  
Do what's best -- 
As above, so below. 
Keep us alive with three square meals. 
Keep us forgiven with you and 
forgiving others. 
You're in charge! 
You can do anything you want! 
You're ablaze in beauty! 
Yes. Yes. Yes. 
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