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First three petitions of the Lord’s Prayer 

As Jesus taught the disciples to pray, he leads them right back to the Law and especially the Ten 
Commandments. We honor God with our very lives. In fact, Luther says with our “holy” lives. 
This prayer almost becomes a conviction as well as a confession.  

“This (first) petition leads us back to two parts of the catechism you have already 
encountered. Look at what the second commandment says about how we use God’s 
name. Remember that Luther saw this as a positive command. We properly use God’s 
name when we use it to be in communication with God, that is, “to call on, pray to, 
praise, and give thanks to God.” Just as you call someone’s name when you want to talk 
with her, so, too, you call God’s name when you wish to talk with God.”  By Heart, pp 
108 

These first three petitions seem to be about our understanding and relationship with God. They 
also are about community. When we try to live under the umbrella of a holy God, and we pray 
for God’s reign, then our community will look and live differently. There is an old Bette Midler 
song – “God is Watching You” and I initially didn’t like the sentiment because it seemed 
threatening. Now, I understand it as comforting and hopeful. God is watching us, and leading 
us, and pushing us and always loving us.  

Warren Carter, in his book: Matthew and the Margins does a word study for “hallow”, 
“kingdom” and “earth” with each petition.  

“To hallow or sanctify involves the notion of holiness, in which someone or something is 
set apart for faithful divine service. Special people (Exodus 19:22), animals (Exodus 
13:12), and things (Exodus 30:28-29) are set apart, consecrated, or hallowed (made 
holy) for divine service (see Matt. 4:5). To hallow God’s name (God) is to honor God in 
doing God’s will (Lev. 22:31-32) and in recognizing God’s faithful, saving actions (Isa 
29:22-23). Such actions reveal God as God, the one who gives life to humans and who 
demands that humans live so that all may enjoy life.” pp 164 

“The second petition, Your kingdom/empire come, essentially repeats the first and so 
underlines its importance and longing for God to recreate the world. The image now 
moves from God as loving father (Matt. 5:43-45) to God who rules. Matthew 4:17-25 
and 5:43-48 have established God’s empire as life-giving, not oppressive, as challenging 
the devil’s claim to exercise authority over the “kingdoms” of the world (Matt 4:1-11), 
including the Roman empire. This situation of widespread refusal to recognize God’s 
sovereignty motivates this petition. It is grounded in the recognition that humans cannot 
“build” God’s reign. God alone asserts God’s rule.” pp 165 



“This (3rd) petition is answered in part by the obedient and faithful lives of disciples of 
Jesus who live according to Jesus’ interpretation of the divine will (Matt 12:46-50) and 
not according to the conventions of an earth that resists God’s will. The community is in 
mission to the earth (Matt 5:13). But the ultimate doing of God’s will on earth will be 
the establishing of God’s reign over all, an act that God will perform which will involve a 
new heaven and a new earth (Matt 5:18). The petition expresses the longing of God’s 
people for God to bring about that age and their commitment to live on that basis and to 
that end in the meantime.” pp 166 

To pray these first three petitions is to turn things over to God. It should/could humble us. We 
cannot make these things happen. Yet, we pray for them.  

Questions: 

1. Why do you pray for something that you have no control over?  
2. What do you imagine God’s kingdom to look like?  
3. Can you see why Luther continually went back to the Ten Commandments?  

Prayer:  

“In his Large Catechism, Luther paraphrased the second petition in this way: “Dear 
Father, we ask you first to give us your Word, so that the gospel may be properly 
preached throughout the world and then that it may also be received in faith and may 
work and dwell in us, so that your kingdom may pervade among us through the Word 
and the power of the Holy Spirit and the devil’s kingdom may be destroyed so that he 
may hove no right or power over us until finally his kingdom is utterly eradicated and sin, 
death, and hell wiped out, that we may live forever in perfect righteousness and 
blessedness” (par. 54 (BC 447)) By Heart pp 110 

 

 

 

This woodcut shows 16th century preaching. There were  

no pews and the pastor was up high so he could be  

heard. (1563) 


