
Adult Confirmation Study Pentecost 2020 
Pastor Lynnae I Sorensen 

 
Week 2  

June 7 – 13, 2020 
 

It happened that Dr. Martin Luther joined a series of “visitations” to the reformed parishes in 
Saxony. They were checking on the quality of preaching and pastoral care. At the end of the 
journey Luther set to writing his Small Catechism. 

From the preface to the Small Catechism: 

“Good God, what wretchedness I beheld! The common people, especially those who live in the 
country, have no knowledge whatsoever of Christian teaching, and unfortunately many pastors 
are quite incompetent and unfitted for teaching. Although the people are supposed to be 
Christian, are baptized, and receive the holy sacrament, they do not know the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Creed, or the Ten Commandments, they live as if they were pigs and irrational beasts, and now 
that the gospel has been restored they have mastered the fine art of abusing liberty.” 

As Luther set out his order of teaching, he began with the Ten Commandments. Most other 
catechisms left the law to the end of their teaching, but Luther believed that we needed to be 
confronted with God’s will for our lives and our need for Jesus.  

The Ten Commandments, as written in Exodus 20 is more than ten laws. St. Augustine and the 
Roman church set out the ten and Luther chose to follow that same numbering.  

“Although they were written in stone, for Luther the Commandments weren’t written in stone. 
Instead of simply sitting there in Moses’ arms as a set of rulers to present to the Israelites, the 
Commandments are instead a vital and active thing. They go beyond merely judging you or 
giving you guidelines for successful living (although they do that too). By beginning each of his 
explanations with the words “We are to fear and love God, so that…,” Luther presented the 
Commandments as a description of how God moves us toward God’s will. No longer were they 
about moving Christians from sinfulness to morality or piety. Now they ere the essence of how 
God moves sinners from unfaith to faith.” From By Heart page 45   

As we examine the ten commands, you can notice that the first three commands are about our 
relationship with God and the last seven help us in relationship with one another.  

It seems that if you really, perfectly followed the first commandment, you would not need the 
others. Now, it’s not only golden calves that are other gods. Jobs, money, our own hubris can 
be idols. It is difficult to keep God above all else. Maybe that is how honoring God’s name and 
the Sabbath day help us to keep the first command.  



Luther warned that what ever your “heart relies and depends” on, that is your god. (From 
Luther’s Large Catechism)  

Each command, article, petition and teaching of the Small Catechism had a woodcut image to 
help interpret the instruction. Here is the image that accompanied the First Commandment: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Questions: 

1. What do you think Luther would think if he undertook a “visitation” today? 

 

2. In what ways do you “fear and love” God?  
 

 

3. Do you often think about how you call upon the name of the Lord?  

 

Prayer:  

O God, we thank you for times of refreshment and peace in the course of this busy life. Grant 
that we may so use our leisure for the renewal of our bodies and minds that our spirits may be 
opened to the goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.    
(ELW page 80) 


