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The first lesson in the Sundays of Easter are from the Book of Acts. The Book of Acts is 
one story of the birth and growth of the early church. It is not a complete history, but it 
has history in it. It is not a book of essays and sermons, but it has sermons and essays. It 
is not a theological treatise, but it is full of theology. One thing is clear. The Book of Acts 
tells the extraordinary challenges that the early church faced; persecution, uncertain 
and new ritual and ceremony, equity and inequity, and the very life or death of – the 
church.  

For this 2020 Eastertide, in the midst of the COVID 19 crises, we will study the chosen 
texts from the Book of Acts and unpack what lessons they may offer the church today.  

For the week of April 19-25th:  

Read Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Here we read part of Peter’s speech at the first 
Pentecost. Luke-Acts has a consistent theme 
of “witnessing”. In this part of the speech, 
Peter tells the story of Jesus death and 
resurrection. As a social work student, I 
learned that people that have been 
traumatized need to tell their story over and 
over as to truly be believed. I don’t see Peter’s 
telling in the same vein. Instead, Peter is 
setting up the invitation to be a follower of 
Christ. Peter uses the story to convict and 
then capture the listener.  

The Network of Biblical Storytellers 
International put it like this: 

“We realize and understand that each of us 
comes to the story of God in a unique 
manner. When our story is connected 
appropriately with the story of God, there is revelation. As such, some will be moved to 
laughter, others to tears. Some listeners/tellers will take on societal and political 
issues, while others will engage in contemplative prayer. We do not seek to determine 
or manipulate how God should move an individual but rather encourage open 
expression and response to the story as we embrace, grapple and wrestle with the text. 

We strive to tell the story without fear, believing that Christ calls his followers to 
influence both individuals and the culture in which they live. We believe that the sacred 



stories of the biblical tradition have the power to transform the lives of both teller and 
hearer.” 

These pandemic times call us to retell the story. If we pause and take the time to look, 
we can see in the story of Jesus life of love, mercy and reconciliation, a story for our own 
day. Today, we need to hear of how much we are loved. We need to be assured of God’s 
mercy upon our futures and we are desperate for the reconciliation that has the power to 
heal our broken world.  

Answer these questions: 

1. Have you ever told the story of Jesus life, death and resurrection?  

 

 

2. Can you retell the story applying its hope to our present times?  

 

 

3. After this is all over, how might we tell the story of the Coronavirus? 

 

 

 

Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus, help us to tell your story, over and over. Guide us through your story to see 
ourselves in your salvation narrative. As you guided the early church, guide us. Help us 
to see your hand upon us as your story continues. Amen.  

 

 


